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SOCIOECONOMIC 
CONTEXT 



Socioeconomic context 
• Foundations of the modern economy of Burkina Faso

• food industries (farming, cotton, fruits, vegetables and cereals,
• exploitation of mineral industries (gold and phosphates)
• Textiles

• Among the least developed countries in the world

• Life expectancy: 59.1 years

• Benefits from grants and subsidies allocated by the 
international community to Heavily Indebted Poor 
Countries (HIPC)



Government ambitions and constraints 
• Achieve an economic growth rate of 7 to 8% per year

• Reduce the incidence of poverty to 30% by 2010 instead 
of 49% in 2004

• But the poverty rate fell by only three points currently at 46%

• Deteriorating economic situation, resulting from the 1980 advent of 
structural adjustment programs (SAPs)

• Insecurity exacerbated by the devaluation of the CFA franc in 1994.



Government ambitions and constraints 
• In today's global economy, marked among other things by :

• The effects of democratization misunderstood

• Political instability in regional

• Even poverty in the country

• The effects of the impact of the economic and financial crisis

• This creates a poisonous atmosphere in these institutions, 
effectively compromising their normal functioning.



Government ambitions and constraints 
• From the perspective of a sustainable development, 
Burkina has established since 2010 a new development 
framework is the Strategy for Accelerated Growth and 

Sustainable Development (SCADD).



Government ambitions and constraints 
• La SCADD laisse apparaître une importance certaine au 

rôle que l’enseignement supérieur et la recherche 
scientifique, technologique et l’innovation peuvent jouer 
dans le développement

• SCADD reveals important roles of higher education and 
scientific research, technology and innovation can play in 
development.



HIGHER EDUCATION IN THE 
EDUCATIONAL SYSTEM IN BURKINA FASO  



Higher education in Burkina Faso 
About 16 million people,
Sixty ethnic groups 
High population growth rate: 3.1% / year.
Population is very young (57% under 20 years)
Strong demand for education

Enrollment:
72% in primary
22% in secondary
4 to 6% in higher education. 

(289 students per 100,000 inhabitants, 0.29% <2% of UNESCO)
Rapid increase in numbers of students (10 to 15% per year)
16,000 to 20,000 potential new candidates each year

Higher education has an important place for burkinabé 



Higher education in Burkina Faso 
• Difficulties in social and professional integration.
• Mismatch between training and jobs



Higher education in Burkina Faso 

• Public higher education absorbs each year 5-6% of the 
national budget

Insufficient effort against the ambitions

Many weaknesses in the system.



Higher education in Burkina Faso 

• The new Education plan 
in Burkina Faso
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1965-1974
Foundation 
of 1st 
institutes 

1st April 1974
Gather 
Institutes to a 
University  
(Université de 
Ouagadougou) 

6 Aout 1974
Foundation of an 
Higher Education 
Directory 

29 Aout1985
Establishing
institutes 

1988
restructuration 
of Université de 
Ouagadougou 

Higher education implementation



1988
restructura
tion of 
Université 
de 
Ouagadou
gou 

17 July 1991
restructuratio
n (Binding 
Institutes and  
schools to 
Faculties)

1997
Creation of the 
Polytechnic  
University of 
Bobo-
Dioulasso

6 Nov. 2000 
Refunding 
Université de 
Ouagadougou 

2011
Adoption of 
License 
Master 
Doctoral 
system

More efficiency 

2013 
4 Universities  

(UO, UPB, 
UO2, UK) 

and 3 Centers

Higher education implementation



Higher education Institutions 



Public Universities and Higher schools 
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Private Universities and Higher schools 
• Fast growing

• 5 private universities
• 67 higher schools or institutes more than 
• 13,000 students in 2012
• Need to be more and well organized 
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Université de Ouagagoudou



• Founded in 1974 
• 1974 : 374 students
• 2002 : 16 000 students 
• 2007 : 35 000 students

• Staff 
• 400 Permanent Lecturers and Researchers
• 300 Non Permanent Lecturers and Researchers
• Other staff : above 802 persons 
• Women represent 10% 

Université de Ouagagoudou





http://www.univ-ouaga.bf/index.php
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